Christian Education...

a legacy that lasts forever

Big Questions: Who am 1?
Where did | come from? Where am | going?

Use any search engine on the Internet to find answers for these big questions
and you’ll get not only broad answers from world religions but also personal
answers from gitls like Angela. In a poem she imagines herself as a bird, as
sand, and as a little girl, but she concludes, “No matter who I am or where 1
came from or who I am trying to be, I will always be me.”

Seeking answers to the three big questions in the cracked mirrors of our
culture can be dangerous. If you check MySpace, youll find many young
people bragging about themselves online. On the other hand, countless kids
grow up thinking that they are unwanted trash and craving the next buzz to
keep themselves going.

Jesus knew the answers to the big questions early. Already at age 12 he said
to his parents, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Fathet’s house?’ Before
Jesus was born, the angel Gabriel told Mary, “You are to give him the name
Jesus” and “his kingdom will never end.” Mary sang a song that Hannah had
sung to God about her son, Samuel. Both mothers knew for certain who
their sons were, where they had come from, and where they were going.

So do we. God made human beings to reflect him, but sin quickly marred a
perfect creation. Jesus brought redemption, so now we seck to serve him in
his kingdom here. And we are confident that we will live with him forever.
God expects us to know the answers to the big questions but also to do
something. As the apostle Paul writes, “We are God’s workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do” (Ephesians 2:10).

Children ought to get the true answers to the big questions at home, at church, and at school. Many Christian parents refer to their children as “God’s gifts.” They lead the way,
with the help of the church, to direct their children’s eyes off of themselves and toward Jesus Christ.

Christian schools help children find answers to these big questions, because in Christian schools students can examine alternative answers—and additional questions—while
wearing the “spectacles of Scripture.” D. Bruce Lockerbie says that “a Christian school integrates every element of human knowledge and experience into a view of life that is
whole and wholly Christian.” In the Christian school children learn that all things—spores and the Azores, goats and zygotes, lambs and lions, butter and butterflies—come
together in Jesus Christ.

Christian education—at home, at church, and at school—helps God’s children answer the big questions. Parents, parishioners, and teachers who provide evidence
of these answers in their lives will give God’s children the best head start program available.
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